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of the teaching modules in terms of consistency 
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In the current phase of the FAME project on family business the outlines of the following 

modules are available on CooSpace:  

IO2 Fundamentals of SME management 

IO3 Entrepreneurial finance 

IO4 Corporate governance, HR, immigrants’ integration 

IO5 Transition issues 

 

One of the overall objectives of the FAME project is to write and develop teaching 

materials on the individual topics indicated above in given length. In doing so, module 

developers are facing the following target conflict. On the one hand, they have to produce 

teaching materials that can be used separately as single units, and that can be understood 

by the students without consulting other modules, let alone different books. From this 

point of view, completeness is an important requirement. On the other hand, since in 

some cases the same issues or segments of family businesses are discussed by several 

modules, overlaps between the individual teaching materials are unavoidable. Acceptable 

compromise should be established to meet these conflicting requirements. Sometimes 

the choice between the two requirements could be a serious dilemma  

 

Nevertheless, it should be kept in mind that the four modules, too, constitute a complete 

unit discussing the same subject from different points of view, with different approach 

and methodology, etc. 

 

As far as the actual outlines are concerned, based on the corresponding theoretical and 

conceptual foundations, each module constitutes a consistent structure that includes the 

most important issues relevant to family businesses from the point of view of the target 

group of the planned courses. As a matter of fact, there are no significant overlaps in the 
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structure of the individual modules. Nevertheless, some issues, such as conflict of interest 

appear in both IO3 and IO4. It can be rightly assumed that the approach of the two 

modules will be different, focusing on financial implications on the one hand and on 

corporate governance on the other one.  

 

An open question is how to treat some issues that seem to be rather country specific, 

such as the integration of immigrants and minorities. This is not a relevant problem in 

Hungary and partly in Poland, but it is obviously of great importance in the United 

Kingdom. The question is whether or not issues like this should be incorporated in the 

Hungarian and Polish teaching materials or not. The strive for completeness requires 

inclusion, relevance, on the contrary, exclusion. 

 

Although the module outlines seem to be right, and their comparison indicates few 

overlap, perhaps it would be useful to check the final version of the modules in terms of 

consistency and overlaps.  
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